
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forklift Capacity 

 What is a forklift load capacity? 

A forklifts load capacity is determined as the maximum weight that a 

forklift is able to safely carry at a specified load center. If the load is 

not centered at the precise position then the forklifts capacity will 

therefore be reduced. 

 

If the forklift is modified in any way or has an attachment, the nameplate must be updated by the 

original manufacturer. 

Electric Forklifts: The minimum weight of the battery on the data plate must be met to insure the 

stated lifting capacity of the forklift. Using a smaller, lighter battery will invalidate the stated lifting 

capacity on the data plate. 

Every forklift must have a legible nameplate (data plate) securely attached. If your nameplate is 

missing or you can’t read it, please contact Premier Platforms, Inc.                                                       

770-922-7677 

 



 

The same 4500 pounds weight loaded properly (top) will exceed the rated capacity of 4500 

pounds if the rectangular box is positioned lengthwise (bottom). 

As the center of gravity for the load moves forward, the lifting capacity for the forklift 

decreases. Improperly distributed loads may tip the forklift if the operator exceeds the 

stated capacity of the truck. This forklift can carry 4,000 pounds at a 24 inches load 

center, but only 2,666 pounds at a 36 inches load center. 

 


